3rd. Fasting (Self-culture, Matthew 6:16-18; October, 1931): Continued from page 113
 16"When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
It is the third part of ‘Charitable Deeds and its Motive’. Teaching us that true charitable deeds should have pure motive before God, its basic principle was described in 6:1; and in 6:2-8, He presented three practical issues, namely charitable deeds to neighbors, a prayer toward God, and individual fasting, to teach us the standard of our deeds in all situations we would face in our life. The Lord’s Prayer was inserted in the middle as described previously, so the connection of ideas was once discontinued; now it found a clue to continue again in verse 16 and the following.
‘Fasting’ is a kind of terrible weapons used when a weak man threatens a stronger man, and its fad is flourishing at present time; recently powerless prisoners in a jail or a prison fasted to resist unlawful treatment of officers, laborers to resist plant owners, or even striking female students carried out hunger strikes. But the fasting Christ discussed here was completely different from such a hunger strike in its origin and significance.
In the Bible, ‘fasting’ was an important ritual originated from religious life of Israelite originally. When a certain serious disaster occurred, they feared their God from the bottom of their heart, and they manifested their profound thoughts in acts such as repentance, humility, obedience, etc. Its origin was extremely pious, beautiful, and truthful acts. For example, Israelites, who firmly believed that the rise and fall of a nation wholly depended on the Holy Will of God, reflected it in their deep soul on the day they lost a war; indeed, they were the chosen people of God by seeing their acts, “Then all the children of Israel, that is, all the people, went up and came to the house of God and wept. They sat there before the Lord and fasted that day until evening; and they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord” (Judges 20:26). At other times, time of encountering national trouble or misfortune (1 Samuel 7:6, 31:13, 2 Chronicles 20:3), time of repenting common sins, time of asking God’s help to solve an important event, or time of individually facing exceptional emergency, they fasted to meet the natural need of devout people psychologically (1 Kings 21:27, 2 Samuel 1:11-12, Genesis 37:34, Job 1:20, Matthew 4:1-2).

Like these, fasting originally was the manifestation of devotion as a result of mental stress. If we trace back to its origin, it was such an important act for both individual and nation, but the reason of its importance lied in the naïve manifestation of their inmost heart, not in fasting as a formal ritual. But, the order was reversed: Originally, rising stress of the inmost heart was manifested as the formality of fasting; but later on, many evil practices arose when they tried to fill their inward emptiness and looseness with the formality of ‘fasting’. Formality might promote substance, yet the substance should precede the formality rather than the formality precedes the substance. 
Formality itself is not evil; not only to Israelites but also to each nation, unique formality and customs often help keep the order and safety of people, or assist their improvement and progress in many instances. But the forms and materials used in such formalities are not important, so we should teach that the act of inmost heart, manifested as formality, is rather important; in the end, the substance and the formality were reversed, and the existence of the formality became the standard judging the existence of the substance; when it happened, the formality became a curse.
If it comes to this, even a trustless man is acceptable as long as he keeps a contract; though a man is without filial piety innately, he behaves himself like a devoted son as long as he imitates the ceremonial rituals that a renowned devoted son had kept in the past; people are corrupted that a man without true feeling of sorrow is approved as long as he expresses the formality of condolence; all these are allowed to humankind, such falsehood was intolerable evil deeds to One who sees what is done in secret. Therefore, Jesus was not advocating all formality must be abolished; He was harshly scolding ‘the falsehood of formality that was standardized to be seen to others’.
Not to mention Jewish religionists and moralists at that time, the so-called morality that is in common use today is following in the footsteps of frame of reference. But, Christ’s idea of morality was fundamentally different from such things. For example, Pharisees and scholars of those days criticized Jesus’ immoral conduct, “Why do the disciples of John fast often and make prayers, and likewise those of the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?” And He answered on the spot, “Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them; then they will fast in those days” (Luke 5:27-34). 
To Jesus, morality was not the form of moral actions; the condition of inward mind was the center of the issue. If we fast to naturally manifest our loneliness and sorrow for parting a bridegroom, fasting is not an evil act. However, when we go to a wedding to congratulate it and our heart is full to the brim with joy, it was impossible or intolerable thing to Jesus to wear a mask of a fasting man, suppressing his naïve feelings intentionally in order to show off himself as a moralist. When Jesus was hanged on the Cross, He was mocked, “He saved others; Himself He cannot save.” But, it was not the only impossible thing to Jesus; in fact, He could not do a thing that had two faces. He did not have the spirit of a so-called ‘great man’; when His heart was filled to the brim with feeling of congratulation and joy inwardly, He could not express a gesture of sorrow outwardly; when He had worries inwardly, He could not disguise Himself having peace outwardly. When He was joyful, He jumped up and down with the whole world; when He was angry, He struck with very loud sound like thunder and lightning; He was simple, unpolished, and naïve, without being complicated. Morality cannot be practiced for being forced by customs, reputation, loyalty, and other reasons and situations; it should be an act of sincerity from the bottom of one’s heart; there should be no secondary purpose. Practice it before God, not to be seen by other people. Pure motive is the standard rule not only for fasting issue but also for all behavior.
The Principles of Conduct of Christian Life

1. Store up Treasures in Heaven (Matthew 6:19-24; November 1931)
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

   22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

   24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.
In verses 1 through 18, the first half of chapter 6, Jesus proclaimed clearly that the ‘pure motive’ is the basic principle of all human deeds by talking about charitable deed, prayer, and fasting as three examples; then He discussed the problem Christians are facing in real life, that is, ‘simplicity of faith’ should be the basic principle of daily living.

All living creatures have the instinct of self-preservation and the preservation of the species. Human beings devote themselves, consciously or subconsciously, to accumulate riches to spend the rest of their life in comfort or to save enough wealth for their children, if possible. To accomplish this goal, people think it is safer to hold real estates rather than liquid assets; government and society try to guarantee its safety with all kinds of detailed laws and regulations; the current ideologies aiming social revolution, which are fashionable in modern days, are no more than means to satisfy the human instinct for certain. Regardless of their pretext and merits and demerits of their theories, this possessiveness and the instinct of accumulation are universal reality in all ages and countries; it is an inherent desire that is deeply concealed in human nature. Therefore, a desire arouse another desire and more accumulation is added on to existing accumulation; it is reality of life that we do not know how to stop it or how to be satiated with. A western philosopher (Archimedes) proclaimed that the most of human being is nothing but ‘feces making machine,’ besides, we can dare to say that most of people are nothing but a lump of accumulation desire itself, indeed. 

Regarding this stubborn ‘lump of accumulation desire,’ Christ warned us, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth” (Matthew 6:19). Namely, accumulating treasures for us to live a comfortable life and to plan a scheme for children’s prosperity cannot guarantee the realization of our hopes; even if we accumulate fertile lands, real estate can be easily converted to liquid assets, which can be deposited in a strong safety vault; but, destroying the vault with a welding torch is easier than cutting a cardboard box with a small knife as the skills of mass destruction advance together with manufacturing industry; even though banks and financial institutions are well equipped, they cannot guarantee the monetary value from crashing down to naught in a morning, as we experienced in Russia and Germany, etc. All the more, even if a permanently strong nation and a cautiously prepared civil law to the minutest details could guarantee the safe accumulation of treasures on earth in the remote future, we can often witness the following among people, “There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men: A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honor, so that he wanted nothing for his soul of all that he desired, yet God gives him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eats it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease (Ecclesiastes 6:1-2); below is inadaptable ironclad rule, “For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it (1 Timothy 6:7, Ecclesiastes 5:14, Job 1:21). Since, accumulation on earth is not only unsafe on the contrary to our expectation but also it becomes the source of our disappointment, we were told not to seek safety in this uneasy world but to store up for yourselves treasure in Heaven (Matthew 6:20). The reason for His admonition is that treasure ends up not only as material failure but also it would bring miserable disappointment to our mind when treasure turns out to be vain; since our mind that wants earthly things will be rotting away together with the earth including our spirit, and if you put your mind in Heaven instead of corruptible things, that place is safe place through all eternity without any disappointment; the place you can rely on is Heaven, not earth.

The difference of storing treasures in Heaven or on earth is very insignificant at the fork but ends up with absolute divergence as a result. Therefore, whether we depend on earthly things or we move all our hopes to Heaven would really determine the destiny of our life. Everyone must face the crossroads of life, concentrating reasoning power for a sound judgment. Like all organs of one’s body is perfect but lacks wise discerning ability, movement of whole body and judgment would be dull; likewise, if discerning ability or reasoning power is dull, ones whole life would become dull as well. If one’s reason makes wrong judgment to put one’s mind into earthly things rather than heavenly things, one’s whole life will result in vain and disappointment will be extraordinarily great.

We have to choose one of the two, either Heaven or earth. 

A means


of
maintaining appropriate relationship with both sides

so that we can turn to Heaven if accumulation on earth turns out to be really in vain is not permitted in reality. For, “No one can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other” (Matthew 6:24). Therefore, it is impossible to trust and to rely on God on one hand and


to depend on treasures on the other hand. If your eye is ‘good’… in verse 22 is ‘haplous’ in Greek, namely ‘simple, single’ in English; so, this verse can be translated, “If your eye is focused to a single object, your whole body will be full of light.”
 If put your mind halfway to treasures and put the rest half
way to God now, later you want to rely yourself on the superior side; you have very disturbed mind. Likewise, if your eyes watch
 more than two objects, your eyes are ‘blurry eyes’; God hates the most men who have ‘two minds
‘ as we can see by reading the first of the Ten Commandments.

Like this, Christ demands us to have ‘simple mind’ as the first principle of a practical life.

He does not forgive us to have convenient means to depend on ‘treasures

when God is powerless, or God when treasures are vain.’ He demands us to take clear attitude toward either Heaven or earth. It is essentially different not only from amphibious animals 
that have the gills and the lungs

so that they can live either in the water or on the land but also from so-called ‘worldly wisdom’ whose main principles is to keep entity ambiguous like a circular shape without any corners. But, this is Christ’s way: Since you cannot serve both God and mammon (Matthew 6:24), Christ requested that we better not give attention to vain treasures but put our mind in eternally safe Heaven.




We are told that we cannot indeed serve both God and treasures and resolutely give up accumulating vain treasures on earth and save them only in Heaven.

But, how can we make our daily living?



It is a peculiar question to a devout believer.


In order to be faithful to Christ’s teaching, can we not have a savings account? Do daily laborers have to spend all wages they earned before the sun sets each day? Do salary earners have to spend all their monthly earnings


before the month is over? If a farmer cannot keep any surplus of annual crop after new crop is harvested, then h
e cannot purchase new farmland; in order to practice Christ’s teachings to the letter, he might have to sell his farmland and house and spend the proceeds to become a penniless man. Above scenarios are not a useless imagination; in the past, pious believers 
chose such interpretation to start a monastery of Catholic Church; they believed living in dire poverty was being faithful to Christ; even today, we often designate a Christian who lives frugal living as a man in lower spiritual

condition in comparison with another man who lives a dissolute life.







If Christ requested a principle of proletarians to the letter, it is not an easy job but object becomes simple, so we can try to be faithful to His request with our full strength. But, He did not request such shallowness to us. Definitely, He did not teach us that we would get rewarded in Heaven if we donate sales proceeds of our property as an offering. We have witnessed many times

that the act of selling all properties does not necessarily include an essential part of goodness, and we were informed that there are no factors of Heaven in wandering life of Bohemian. Noted feature of ‘honest poverty’ since olden times in our country includes all sorts of hatred. If Christ’s request was not to have accumulated treasures to the letter, on the whole, no other race other than Korean is in accord with Christ’s teaching in the whole world; even if we do not look on around us, there are crowd of people in ‘honest poverty’ who accumulated debts without speaking of the accumulation of wealth. Current situations in Korea well prove that being in dire poverty does not have any goodness in itself, and it does not coincide with Christ’s main purport either.

The Bible itself proves that wealth is not evil necessarily. God blessed righteous man Job, “So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses” (Job 42:12). Rewards given as requital for faith cannot be evil, and Solomon said in Proverbs, “The reward for humility and fear of the LORD is riches and honor and life” (Proverbs 22:4), and Jesus Himself said in the first part of the Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:5); the whole Bible clearly state that owning farmland or other properties, spending received materials frugally, and saving any remainders are not evil. The main point is “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).


But, some of people who are in dire poverty are prisoners of treasure accumulation in their heart, on the other hand, some wealthy millionaires
 may conduct themselves as righteous ones do before God, saying “Naked I came from my mother’s womb,  and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away;  may the name of the LORD be praised”

(Job 1:21).


In short, if you want to have belief, believe single-heartedly; if your mind is divided into two, it is already not real belief but fallacy, which is detestable before God. 






































































































































































































































































2. Do not Worry (Matthew 6:25-30, Luke 12:22-28; December 1931)
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?

   28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?
In previous study of Matthew 6:19-24, we learned that the principle of conduct of Christian living is to store treasures in Heaven, namely to have priority of our life to heavenly things (Philippians 3:20). Even if we have accumulated remaining properties, which were entrusted to us by the grace of God and we used them frugally, our heart should not be captured by them. Our treasures should have been transferred to Heaven.

Christ was not the only One who prohibited greed lusting treasures. But, when we face poverty and starvation, how can we deal with it? It is difficult, persistent, and powerful threat through which even devout Christians cannot pass easily. It is a most universal, most serious, and practical obstacle everyone is facing. Gold corrupts our mind; even ones who have some can be easily tempted, how much more those who are facing starvation! When our mind burns hot within us from belief, we often hear, “ I am prepared for starvation, etc.” But, as someone said, ‘starvation is not an easy matter.’ Especially, if someone is responsible for supporting whole family members, from young children to old parents, asking them to live without anxious worry is forcing them to maintain superhuman behavior. If someone has a big mouth about it, he might do it to manifest his heroism just like Apostle Peter (Matthew 26:30-).

Christ, who seemed to be unable to discriminate all sorts of reality of mankind, continued His teaching from verse 25 and below that have lager gap than heaven and earth from the realities of life, so much so that we suspect Him of enumerating beautiful passages just like a poet who is inspired to compose a poem rhythmically; He taught, “…do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on.” Some Christians boast that it is their most favorite verse to speak out the sincerity of their faith. But, this verse is not just for us to recite, of course. Namely, this is not the collection of words to harmonize rhythm but teaching of the principles of living from morning till evening. Therefore, this led us to a question whether this is possible to practice or impossible to do so. If it is impossible nonsense, we should apostatize from our faith. But, if it is proper thing, we should receive it with belief to practice it in our living.

Having religious life as our custom so that we look upon ourselves as believers for long time, we tend to discount large parts of the Bible unconsciously. However, not only it is unfaithful to ourselves but also it is deceiving God. It is necessary to examine ourselves whether our mind is stable or anxious when we hear Christ’s Word, “Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear,” by placing ourselves as a beginning believer once again. If you feel anxious for Christ’s Word seems to be a lie to you, it is reasonable to disbelieve it honestly instead. For all that, you can still become a good citizen in modern times. But, if you play the hypocrite to pretend to be a stable believer outwardly while feeling anxious inwardly, it is the most vain effort. 

If we carefully consider social conditions of the past, once the followers of Confucius had spirits, ‘If I hear the truth and understand it in the morning, it is all right to die in the evening,’ and until several decades ago, we were able to see a scene at educational institutions in Korea and Japan, where whole audience shed warm tears and clenched their fists, in response to principal’s speech that emphasized nationalism of a country and justice of humanity. But, these are things of the past; today, all schools from elementary to college try to awake students to a sense of awareness of how to find food, clothing, and shelter and to train their skills necessary to find them; The degree of worry about necessities of life and intensity of job hunting become more intemperate as the level of education gets higher. In the society composed of members who have grown up within such culture and the trend of the world, it is natural under the circumstances that without distinction of the wise and the fool, or the noble and the mean, each one would not stop worrying day and night about ‘what you will eat, what you will drink, or what you will put on’ whenever one face the difficulty of living. Even though Christ said ‘do not worry,’ indeed it is not unreasonable to worry for being unable to make a living. 

Jesus said, “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them;” crows and sparrows indeed do not store away in a barn, but herons and a kind of locust store dried food in a branch of a tree; ornithologists say that woodpeckers, skylarks, and nuthatches have propensity to save to some extent; even birds without propensity to save have strong capability to fly so that they can find food by covering large territory and they do not need to store food in a barn. Some may think it is unreasonable for people to imitate such birds at once.

Therefore, when we read these verses, we must pay special attention: First, we must know how Christ who spoke out this teaching had lived. A certain rich man scolded his tenant farmer, “At the least, you could eat ‘burnt-rice’ (nu-reung-jee: burnt-rice deposited on the bottom of rice cooking pot), why are you about to starve to death?” If a wealthy man, who does not know how ‘burnt-rice’ is formed, or the pope in Rome said, ‘Do not worry…what to eat…’ everyone would hesitate a little before they obey that exhortation of great authority perhaps. But we need to know that this teaching is from the One who was born in a manger and said later, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 
Secondly, we should know that the main point of His teaching is not to be lazy to do anything like the birds of the air and the lilies of the field but not to worry self-composedly like those. So, He added verse 27, “Can any of you live a bit longer by worrying about it?” so that we do realize worrying is not beneficial to us at all. The meaning of Greek word ‘merimnao’ for ‘worry’ was derived from ‘to divide, to distribute’ (Corinthians 1:12-13) to ‘to worry, to be anxious.’ For dividing our mind into two between heaven and earth and between God and treasures is the most abominable and futile thing to do. Jesus did not prohibit labor and savings, rather He cautioned against waste and abuse as shown below; “My Father is working until now, and I am working” (John 5:17), “When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted" (John 6:12), and “Go to the ant, you sluggard;  consider its ways and be wise! It has no commander,  no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer  and gathers its food at harvest.  How long will you lie there, you sluggard?  When will you get up from your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber,  a little folding of the hands to rest— and poverty will come on you like a bandit  and scarcity like an armed man” (Proverbs 6:6-11).

Apostle Paul also said, “For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat” (2 Thessalonians 3:10). Like these, Biblical teachings about labor and thrift are consistent throughout the Bible. Therefore, ‘do not worry’ and ‘labor and save’ are not contradicting teachings; one, who can pray everyday that ‘give us this day our daily bread’ in truly believing and obeying life, should labor strenuously, exerting oneself to the utmost in a God given vocation, as a natural living of child who imitates Father, who is the same Father in the following verse, “My Father is working until now, and I am working” (John 5:17).

The botanical name of ‘lilies’ in verse 28 is ‘anemone coronaria’ that is rather similar to a pink, and there is no need to reiterate that King Solomon was the most glorious great king not only in the history of Judea but also in the world history since the dawn of history. Comparing a blossom of an anemone and Solomon The Great, Jesus said that the glory of the later ‘was not arrayed’ like one of these. As modern technology advanced, by examining under a microscope, we marvel at the glory of the pedal of an anemone flower, but Jesus had eye to truly enjoy observing the nature already at that time. In this way, knowing that He who created life abundantly rears lilies and birds, which are relatively lower order creatures, much still more, would not He rears people, who are much more precious life than they are, with more abundance? ‘O you of little faith’ Why do you have so much anxiety and worry, without understanding such a clear principle?
3. Seek First His Righteousness (Matthew 6:31-34, Luke 12:29-32; December 1931)
31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
We learned to keep our heart and hope in heaven by storing up treasures there and even if we do not worry about ‘what we will eat, what we will drink, or what we will put on’ by imitating the birds of the air and the lilies of the field, then should we Christians just keep our hope of the future in heaven and lead an ascetic life at the present time, exerting ourselves while maintaining a one-sided negative attitude in order to stop worrying? If we only timidly try not to worry, that is, we take a one-sided negative attitude; it will be difficult to achieve our goal after all. If we rather pray a positive fervent prayer, not only we can eliminate the worry of the present life but also the hope of the heaven in the future will become more reliable. However, the goal we ought to seek should be entirely different from what many gentile unbelievers are longing for; we should seek our goal eagerly as gentile searches what they will eat and what they will drink anxiously, but our goal to be sought should be changed, namely, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.” If we do those, He would prepare all other things needed to us. ‘The kingdom of God’ is not a shape we can observe (Luke 17:20), but “The kingdom of God is not food and drink, but righteous and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17) Jesus said, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). ‘all these things’ do not mean ‘everything’ we want out of selfish motive, but He shall add to us everything we need for our living. 

Shall it turn out indeed to be reality? Providing that we seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, shall all other problems be settled satisfactorily? Modern men with keen judgment would have difficulty accepting it in belief, we can not but keenly feel that it is remote measures to practice for us who are pinched for money and all other things individually as well as nationally. How can seeking the invisible kingdom of God solve practical problems of visible world? Besides persecution and mockery, what other benefits can we expect from seeking His righteousness in this unrighteous dark world? If a certain man cried out for ‘poor people to unite, and all these things shall be added to them’, his message will be good news, which ought to make the blood of modern men boil; if he cried out again that first seek for gold, and all these things shall be added, then it will indeed be good news, for which the whole nation have waited and longed. Modern men of culture would not have difficulty to believe such messages; for those messages are logical and they know well that the fame of individual and his clan depend on wealth and the control and development of a country and society resides in the securing the command of the wealth. The era of ‘powerful army’ has gone already and the time of ‘wealth’ has come. For individuals or for nations, wealth became as it were an omnipotent god who can achieve power, nobility, and all cherished desires.

Therefore, ‘first seek for gold, and all these things shall be added’; is it not the equation to solve all sorts of problems? We think that gold works on the followings: First of all, domestic problems can be solved since married couples would live very happily together. Friendship will be enhanced, and young men and young ladies at marriageable age end up celebrating a wedding. The difficulty of employment for new graduates will be eased, and rural problems and disputes between tenants and owners would be rested. The diffusion of education to children not attending school and the matter of constructing a private college can be settled. Saving Koreans living in Manchuria is possible, and operating a newspaper and publishing a magazine become obvious. Even missionary activities in spiritual sphere are also considered as the work of gold! If all the leaders of each denominations and leading organizations in Korea gather together in a room today to discuss plans for promoting the realm of Christianity, they would say, “First give us gold, and all churches and their activities will flourish.” (Promotional plans of Presbyterian Church, published on ‘Jin Sang’ magazine.) From little task to the great, from private business to the public, and from unbelievers to believers, it is undeniable fact that the principle of mammonism that is as strong as a rock has permeated into them. It is sad to admit that a worldly doctrine, that is, ‘seek first for gold’ rather than Lord’s word, that is, ‘seek first His righteousness’ makes stronger response from the leaders of Christian churches, which is the new trend that cannot be concealed. 

However, on the contrary to all such common sense, Jesus told us ‘to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness’ as the key to solve all sorts of problems. There would be no puzzle that is more mysterious than this; it appears that His teaching is not understandable to modern men. But, rather than modern Christians, the Orientals of olden days were more qualified to receive this teaching, and they had pure soul to discern relative importance and cause and effect of matters; when King Yang-he asked, “Since an old man came a long journey, what kind of profit would you give to us?” Mang-ja replied, “Why are you talking about profit. All I can tell you is benevolence and righteousness.” Namely, he advocated that besides managing wealth and promoting industry, the basic principle of ruling a nation and governing the whole world is benevolence and righteousness that is rather a hidden truth. 

Looking at things through discerning eye of such a wise man, young King Solomon, who succeeded King David the Great and took a heavy responsibility of governing the greatest kingdom of Israel that is unprecedented since her history had begun and probably the last, answered to God who was testing him at Gibeon, “Ask! What shall I give to you?” First, he thanked to God, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day.” Then, he asked his wishes, “Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?” God was well pleased, and said, "Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you.” After God expressed His satisfaction, He said, “I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days" (1 Kings ch. 3)

When Solomon who newly ascended to the throne did not conceal any ‘selfish’ desire in his heart at all and sought wisdom for king to be fair and impartial, he hit the target that a king should seek. Responding to this, God gave him not only enough wisdom he had sought but also He added three blessings, wealth, honor, and long life, which he had not sought. The orderly sequence of events and reasoning seem to be appropriate without any doubt again. If you asked things that should really be sought, omnipotent Father would also ‘add all these things you need’. 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself” (Matthew 6:34). Let us pay attention to ‘therefore’. No matter how influential preacher one may be, it would be futile to shout ‘do not worry about tomorrow’ to hungry people who went without food for breakfast and has nothing to prepare for their supper. But, no matter how poor they may be, if they have ear to hear, listen attentively to the word ‘therefore’ and awake with a start. For, this ‘therefore’ has power to carry their purpose through the universe. Though you really asked things that ought to be sought and faced adversity, but if God does not give things in need, it is omnipotent God’s responsibility. ‘Therefore’, if you have true faith like a mustard seed, you can possibly have peace of mind even when you are in extreme poverty. 

‘Each day has enough trouble of its own.’ It is not possible for Christians not to have adversity entirely. In many instances, they rather receive more peculiar lashings than worldly people, but only their attitude toward adversity is different. Namely, believing ‘Each day has enough trouble of its own’ is their peculiarity. When Israelites left Egypt and travelled through wilderness, they tried to save manna from sky so that they do not have to worry about tomorrow, but that was in vain (Exodus 16:20). We are unable to join in wild fancies that Christians shall exceptionally avoid misfortunes miraculously, and all believers shall avoid poverty, from which general citizens suffer. If a righteous man who ‘seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness’ was in the most poor and lowly situations, ‘God would definitely give him everything he needs’; we can boldly say as a poet said, “I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread (Psalms 37:25). Therefore, a Christians is neither a negative ascetic nor one who simply long for the future heavenly kingdom; rather one should really cherish a great desire in everyday life and go forward while intensely seeking for. Brethren who are suffering from sickness, brethren who are struck in horror of unemployment and poverty, and those who harbors great prayer but laments misfortune of the current situations of life, why do not try to ‘seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness’, first of all, once putting aside all urgent wishes. 
4. Do Not Judge Others (Matthew 7:1-5, Luke 6:37-38; December 1931)
1 Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
The Gospel Luke includes similar contents that help our understanding.

37 Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.
(Omitted one paragraph that commented about translation into Korean and is not relevant here.)

Greek word ‘krino’ means (1) judge (2) decide, and this word has room to be translated widely, comprehensively, and freely; but it does not mean ‘adverse criticism’ as translated in Korean Bible. Even commoners and gentiles know that ‘adverse criticism’ inflicting loss to others and stabbing others to death is not right. ‘Of course’, we should not do such a thing. But, by translating ‘krino’ as ‘adverse criticism’, the translator, who made Jesus such a mediocrity and made His teaching as a nag from an old woman, no matter from where he came from and at which school he studied, might have had very superficial knowledge about Christianity. 

Because ‘krino’ has comprehensive meaning as mentioned above, not only it is correct to translate it as ‘adverse criticism but also it strongly manifests the true character of Christ that He teaches us not even to dare to decide justly and to judge based on fact. Why we should not pass our verdict carelessly upon the right and the wrong that appears to be obvious to us. Upon this, peculiar view of life and universe of Christianity lies, and we can take a peep at what kind of God of Christianity is. Carlyle once said, “Christianity might vanish, but ‘humility’ of Christianity shall remain.” By correctly interpreting Matthew 7:1, we can understand true humility, that is, Christian humility; consequently, we can discover the basic righteousness from this Bible verse. How great the height and the depth of this verse are!

The teaching ‘Do not judge, that you be not judged’ is similar to a Oriental proverb for worldly life ‘Anything you do, that will be done to you’; since it is a natural law that outrageous person will be given outrageous treatment and benevolent person will receive benevolent recompense, if you do not want to be adversely criticized, needless to say, do not adversely criticize others, in the same spirit that do not force others to do what you do not want to do. But rather than doing it in horror of retribution or selfish calculation, by going one step further, we should know God’s law that reflects more perfectly and justly than the response of mankind in this world, for example, “Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment” (Hebrews 9:27); 

believing in, “With the merciful You show Yourself merciful; with the blameless man You show Yourself blameless” (2 Samuel 22:26); know clearly that ‘mercy triumphs over judgment’ (James 2:13). By clearly knowing all these secrets when we stand before the One who has authority to judge not only flesh but also spirit (Luke 12:4-5), men who truly understand themselves cannot be interested in judging others at all.

Much still more, how can we adversely criticize others with an evil intention! The scribes and Pharisees who brought a woman caught in adultery, hearing what Jesus gave solemn permission, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first,” ‘went out one by one, beginning with the oldest to the last’, and Jesus was left alone; it proved that they were still true honest men (John 8:1-11). Such as this, if a man knows about himself well, he would lose interest in ‘adversely criticizing’ others, knowing that he is not the one qualified to judge others.

When a man perceives his essence, his courage to judge others vanishes; if we understand how difficult to judge a person or an incident justly by knowing that his judgment is imperfect and individuality of a man is so profound and complex, as a poet said that ‘both the inward thought and the heart of man are deep’ (Psalm 64:6), then we can be fully convinced, “Do not judge, you do not have ability to judge others.” Apostle Paul and Apostle James understood relationship between God and men and between a man and another as below, “Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand” (Romans 14:4); and, “There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor” (James 4:12)? Once we understand relationships as apostles did, we realize that condemning others who are the servants of God, that is, acting a vicarious authority of God, or other decisive judgment is not for us to do presumptuously without thinking, that is, an absolutely impossible task for men to do. For it is not a mere argument of mankind, indeed there is a relationship reaching to the universe. From this point of view, we can understand Christian humility, absolute humility.

Of course, Christians are not prohibited from judging entirely altogether. Rather, Disciples of Christ had judged sharply, and taught us to judge. It is well known fact to all of us that Christ Himself severely judged scribes and Pharisees (Matthew ch. 23); Peter cruelly judged Ananias and Sapphira his wife (Acts 5:1-6); Paul reproved Peter to his face for his unbeliever’s attitude (Galatians 2:11), and Paul told Corinthians to judge those who are inside church (Corinthians 5:12, 6:1-3). Those are obvious examples of judging other; elsewhere in the Bible, we can see that judging is definitely not prohibited.

Then, under what circumstances can we judge, and do we ought to judge others? The answer is: First of all, human beings cannot execute a final decisive judgment except very special incidents, and even in unavoidable circumstances, we need to be a merciful judge who gives presumptive judgment, thinking in his mind that he were the one to be judged. 

Therefore, if we discern the will of God by the first commandment, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind,” and if we stand firm longing for the second commandment in our heart, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” the tendency to make us sensitive facing pros and cons of eating sacrifice to an idol, problems of strictly keeping specified day and time, and other insignificant matters will vanish; even if we have to judge others inevitably, it is not far from the teaching ‘do not judge’ as far as inward misery is concerned.

In verse 3, ‘the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye’ and ‘the plank in your own eye’ is acceptable interpretation if we apply them to a real situation of daily living in which a man with lots of objective sins argues about other’s little mistakes, and there should be no other problem; but, is ‘the plank in your own eye’ in verse 3 not applicable to another man with little objective sins if this man considers that he is sinless and no one can judge him, because he ‘strictly observes the Sabbath, fasts more than twice a week, offers tithes, is proficient in religious doctrines, is zealous to do charitable work’? No! To scribes and Pharisees who are relatively strict toward law and claim themselves to be purer than prostitutes and tax collectors, Christ demanded, “First remove the plank from your own eye”, and He cried out, “Hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs” (Matthew 23:27). For even if they do not have great sins, criticism without ‘love’ and an outward show of hypocrisy are more serious sins than naïve blunder of ignorant people.

Therefore, not only we ought to reflect on our own conduct but also keep the first and the second commandments, and if we can face others with a loving mind toward God and brothers, we will see clearly to remove the speck out of our brother’s eye. 
5. Do not Cast your Pearls before Swine (Matthew 7:6; January 1932)
Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.
In chapter 7, Jesus taught mainly practical problems, and among those, verses 1 through 12 are precepts especially regarding ‘personal relationship.’ At the start, by saying, “Do not judge others” (vv. 1-5), He thoroughly warned what is the most dangerous thing to men of good conduct and of devout faith; secondly, He cautioned us against “Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs.” At the first glance, this teaching seems to be contradicting with the gist of ‘do not judge others’ and not lacking inappropriateness as words of the Savior of Love Christ, but we cannot conceal the fact that we need this teaching to handle practical problems in life. 

To apprehend this verse thoroughly, first of all, we ought to know well what ‘the holy,’ ‘pearl,’ ‘dog,’ and ‘pig’ mean. ‘The holy’ is ‘to haigon’ in Greek, and it designated meat or bread offered to the altar; namely, from the meaning of things belong to God; it came to mean the truth of the Heavenly Kingdom. The ‘pearl’ clearly means heavenly gospel, considering the parable Christ used to teach us, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it” (Matthew 13:45-46).
In a special occasion, Christ called a gentile woman of Canaan a ‘dog’ (Matthew 15:26), and Paul also called ‘dogs’ to those who insisted on circumcision, having confidence in the flesh, and to evil workers who did not worship God in the Spirit but were obstinate about worshiping on a certain mountain or in a certain synagogue, that is, those who insisted churchism, ceremonialism, or Catholicism (Philippians 3:2). And, in the New Jerusalem that is to come down in the future, the following men were vanished from it: “Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood” (Revelation 22:15). From above, we can see the important characteristics of ‘dog’, that is, men who do not believe God, who do not speak the truth, and who frame up vanity. Yet, we should know that ‘dog’ is not only indifferent to the truth but rather against the truth, having a habit of disobeying the truth like a ‘pig’.

Peter likened corrupted believers and apostates in particular to ‘dog’ and ‘pig’ as shown below, “It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns to her wallowing in the mud” (2 Peter 2:21-22). Thus, once we know meanings of ‘the holy,’ pearl, dog, and pig, the implicit teaching of this verse becomes clear naturally. Sincerely advising or spreading heavenly gospel to a man who does not long for the truth and cannot manage a candid advice that is harsh to his ear, are like throwing ‘the holy’ to the ‘dogs’ (Exodus 22:31) and giving a gold ring to a ‘pig’ that is not suitable to treasures; all these deeds are not only useless vanity but also they can possibly cause an outburst of anger, which we can witness everyday.

Also, looking at the traits of animals, a pig is dull, greedy, and mean. We can liken it to a vulgar man, nonbeliever who is rather immersed himself to worldly affairs so that he does not have time to pay attention to the truth or the gospel, which does not even pay interest; a dog is sensitive, quick, and atrocious. It is similar to a scene where an apostate who has some experience in the Bible and a religious life, ridicule and counterattack a meek evangelist to indulge his satisfaction by doing so; by interpreting it as an apostate, it can be an alternative way of reading this verse: ‘Do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot; and do not give dogs what is holy, lest they turn to attack you.’

However, when we try to give sincere advice and to spread gospels by talking about the truth, an important problem occurs: Should we choose men? If we do, how do we determine criteria to discern dogs and pigs? It is a difficult question, indeed. Paul did not discriminated people and he spread gospels to anyone, as he said, “To the one a savor from death unto death; to the other a savor from life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things” (2 Corinthians 2:16)? Paul also said, “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction (2 Timothy 4:2). Christ Himself commanded, "Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation (Mark 16:15). At first, He said to a Canaanite woman, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” But, when she answered, “Yes it is, Lord, but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” Hearing her answer, His attitude was suddenly changed and gave her hospitable treatment, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted” (Matthew 15:21-28).

Then, how can we, as believers or as an evangelist, handle the contradiction between two teachings: ‘Do not give dogs what is holy’ and ‘Proclaim the gospels to the whole creation’? First, not only we should not carelessly determine others either as dogs or as pigs but also we ought to know that we are not capable to judge others. Being opposed to the chosen people of God, the Canaanite woman was called as a dog; but she was not forsaken, immediately she was granted the enjoyment of His grace. As the like, tax collectors and prostitutes who would belong to dogs or pigs were saved too on their own initiative sooner than scribers and Pharisees. So, the general principle that is to be followed as criteria of our determination is only to preach the Word with all our heart and with all our strength whether we are still in season and out of season.‘ 

But, it is a fact of reality that there often exist a kind of people who pay back a favor with reproach (Jeremiah 6:10), boycott or stand in the way of the truth and the gospel, increase in contempt and blasphemy, and persecute those who speaks the righteousness. Especially, once a believer becomes an apostate or a corrupted believer, he express self-conceit or disobedience to one who gives ‘the holy’, just as a wild dog counterattacks in disappointment if anticipated food is not given, fancying a sort of firm belief and satisfaction as if he completed the study in a ‘college of life’ or attained the stage of spiritual enlightenment. 
In such instance, it is definitely not being devoted to the truth and faithful to Christ’s teaching, if anyone throws a pearl to a pig monotonously, merely out of solicitude toward friends, relatives, and people of personal connection, simply because he believes that he should not choose his good deed based on the profit and loss of the outcome or the good or evil of the other party. Sending out His apostles, Christ said followings, “But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” and “Now whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and stay there till you go out,” and “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves,” and “Beware of men” (Matthew ch. 10) Therefore, if spreading gospels too fervently and indiscreetly not only results in insult to himself but also make the Holy God to be trampled on and His glory to be dimmed, we should know that there is no wisdom of serpents exercised and, at the same time, it results in awful spoiling of the divinity of God, even if he started it out of his sincerity of loving brothers.

Therefore, it is the most appropriate for Christians to follow the method God used to treat those who disbelieve and disobey Him, like the kinds of dogs and pigs. As Paul wrote, “Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another” (Romans 1:24); there is no better way, no alternative choice, to manage those unbelievers. This is not because we love some while hating others. Nonintervention often helps them to repent again and participate in salvation. Now and then, devout Christians tend to quickly rebuke other’s lack of virtue, judging by the Christian moral code with which no comparable one is found in other religions, so we need His teaching, ‘do not judge,’ in verses 1 through 5. Similarly, for some fervent believers often consider that they accomplish their work by merely disclosing the gospels without discriminating people and situations, we need to remember the teaching, ‘do not give dogs what is holy’ in verse 6, in order to prevent abuse of holy things and understand the majesty of God and the true value of the Gospel. 
6. The Basis of a Prayer (Matthew 7:7-11, Mark 11:24, Luke 11:9-13, January 1932)

7 Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!
Regarding prayer, along with general good deed such as charitable deed, fasting, etc., inward motive, outward attitude of a prayer and the contents of a prayer, namely the Lord’s Prayer in full were taught to us scrupulously at the beginning of chapter 6. However, now when it came to chapter 7, He was about to complete His teaching that is without parallel for all ages, He was adding a few more words about several practical rules toward others; suddenly, He revealed an important, profound meaning of prayer once more. Judging from sentences or their meaning, it is not related to any part of the Lord’s Prayer or His connected teachings at the beginning of chapter 7, ‘do not judge others’ and ‘do not throw what is holy to the dogs’. Just as water is gushing out from an oasis in a desert, an important truth of the Bible is often revealed suddenly in such a way.

Without mentioning the people who listened to the Sermon on the Mount face to face below His foot, Matthew’s description touches us who read it sincerely after 2000 years later so that all of us feel realistically today. Behold, He said, ‘blessed are the poor’ and ‘rejoice and be glad when you are persecuted’; is it not an extreme reversion of the worldly standard? Is there anyone who would not shudder at hearing ‘whoever hates his brother is a murderer’ and ‘whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her’? We should not resist an evil person, not to turn the left cheek to him who slaps our right cheek, and pray for those who persecute us. Who is equal to His teachings, ‘unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven,’ and ‘you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.’ We know very well about the happiness as a citizen of the heavenly kingdom, but we are disappointed for facing the difficulty of entering into it. When we find out that Christ’s heavenly law is too pure to fleshly mankind, we cannot but repeat the same question, “Who then can be saved” (Matthew 19:25)?

At such moment, a voice of a shepherd calls us from the valley of despair to the summit of a mountain of hope; the blessed good news is “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened” (Matthew 7:7-8). Even an extremely difficult enterprise that cannot be attempted with the capability of mankind can be achieved with the help of omnipotent God. To ask (aiteite in Greek) means to pray with lips in want, to seek (zeteite in Greek) means to pray in want as if you move your steps around to look for something you lost, to knock (krouete in Greek) means to pray in want of entering a door by raising a hand to knock it (cf. 2 Corinthians 6:17); here, by presenting the need of a prayer, He taught us that a prayer has to be sincere at the same time. He said, “Though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs” (Luke 11:8); human nature is like this, then, much more, would not Heavenly Father take care of us who pray patiently? Each word and each sentence of a prayer ought to be sincere, and we should pray patiently until our prayer is answered. Therefore, Jesus spoke a parable to His disciples so that they always ought to pray and not to become sluggish, saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. Now there was a widow in that city, and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’” Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them” (Luke 18:2-7)? 

The key to success of a prayer is to start praying with a determination to continue until it is answered, without quitting it in the middle of the way based on humanly calculation after a prayer began. Therefore, Jesus said, “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours,” and James said, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.  But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does” (James 1:5-8). As mentioned above in verses 7 and 8, He taught us the necessity of a prayer and the attitude facing a prayer, then in the following verses 9, 10, and 11, He demonstrated why Christians’ prayer is answered, or is effective; namely, He presented the basis of a prayer.

Bread and a stone, a fish and a serpent were compared, and one more sentence is added in the Gospel Luke: “Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion” (Luke 11:12)? In short, such things are only to make two similar things in external form are confronted with each other; things themselves do not have much significance, but we should pay attention to ‘the heart of a father.’ ‘The heart of father’ does not want to give a ‘worse’ evil thing to his son who is asking for a ‘better’ good thing, and he would rather give a more good thing to his son even if he asks for an evil thing; that is, He was telling us that ‘the heart of a father’ is the fundamental principle accepted in all ages and countries. Because of this, it naturally became clear what children should ask for; items a son can ask to his father, either small or large, either the spirit or the flesh, either the eternal or the temporal, are not limited naturally. We are not in a situation to oscillate between worry and meditation, wondering if what we ask is too base. But, filial son would first ask for what his Father is pleased with. We should seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness that is the basis of all our requests, and all other things will be added to us as needed. Besides, Jesus said, “How much more will our heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him” (Luke 11:13)! Our thirst for the Sermon on the Mount is not only satisfied but also is overbrimming with joy.

‘You’ in ‘though you are evil’ in verse 11 indicates all human beings except Christ; of course, Peter, John, and Jacob, etc. are included in them. Such a word cannot come out of the mouth of politicians or clergymen who try to win the hearts of the people. But, Christ occasionally said clearly that human beings are evil since birth. Such thing as the affection between father and son is one of the most beautiful good characteristic that can be discovered in the world of nature. But, it is inevitable to find stinginess and impurities mixed even in this affection. What Eliphaz said is indeed true, “What is man that he could be pure, and he who is born of a woman that he could be righteous? Behold, If God puts no trust in His saints, and the heavens are not pure in his sight” (Job 15:14-15). No matter how holy men are, they are all evil when they stand before God. The theory and the basis of effectiveness of Christians’ prayer is based on the fact that ‘even such evil men know how to give good gift to their children, how much more will your Father who is perfect and the most holy give good things to those who ask Him day and night’; it is extremely simple and clear argument. To those who debate it in their brain, and sneer at it, “it becomes foolishness” (1 Corinthians 1:18) and “the aroma of death to death” (2 Corinthians 2:14-16) only; to those who receive it at heart and look at the universe through the believing faith, ‘it becomes the power of God’ and “the aroma of life to life. And who is sufficient for these things?”

Ask, ask the good, and He would give us better things. However, not disbelieving, we experience now and then that we lose ability to express what we want in a prayer, our head droops but we have difficulty of forming orderly thoughts for our prayer. At such time, first of all, we need to remember what Paul said, “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans” (Romans 8:26). Before we pray by making individual effort as our duties, we need to realize that the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans, that for unbelieving Israelites to arrive to Canaan after leaving Egypt, they owe it to Moses’ passionate prayer, “But now, if you will forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of your book that you have written” (Exodus 32:32, Numbers 11:15), that for Augustine, a prodigal scion, to turn to be a great teacher of mankind, he owed it to his mother Monica’s persistent tearful prayer. If a Christian had confidence in him that he has maintained his faith by himself, he might hold a great deal of biased view. No one can deny that we keep our faith today because a person whom we have not seen or heard, whom we hate especially, or who is from nation of enemy has patronized us, by recording our name in their pocket book or a list of names so that he can remember us during his prayer. The most God is pleased with among prayers is the prayer for other person or an enemy rather than one for himself. When you become weary of praying for yourself, put aside your affairs for a while and pray for other person or for the blessing of a person you hate, loving people whom you may or may not know and the Holy Spirit would pray for your affairs, acting on behalf of you; then the power of prayer will be restored and the answer of your prayer would be all the more assured. 

Next, we should remember that ‘much better things’ would be given to us. Christian’s prayer is regarded to be wonderful not because it is infallible as a Pandora box that delivers whatever a magician demands without fail. He would rather not answer as people ask to give ‘more better things,’ so that Christians can continue praying without hesitation by encouraging themselves. Even if we gain less than 50 out of 100, not even 1 out of 100, we can ask boldly, we are at peace knowing our Father who would give us ‘more better things.’ If it is not so, and received what we ask, human beings would have asked a stone rather than bread and a serpent rather than a fish everyday. However, for God of Christians is Abba Father, He severely refuses many wrong requests to give us ‘more better things’ only. Therefore, as a practical matter, when believers go to bed after a day’s work or listen to the sound of a bell on New Year’s Eve after closing all businesses of the year, many things that were answered as they prayed would make them to tremble with fear, or even more things that were not answered as prayed would make them to shed tears of gratitude!

Therefore, we should not be disappointed by superficially judging the outward form of the answer of our prayer alone. In certain circumstances, our prayer can be answered immediately, and at times it may take several years or several decades, or the answer may appear as different form from what you asked for or your request can be rejected completely, ‘for we do not know what we should pray for as we ought’ (Romans 8:26) mostly. Therefore, Apostle Paul rather thanked because his prayer for the suffering of sickness of his body was not answered, saying “Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me” (2 Corinthians 12:8-9). So, his spirit leaped forward to the noblest place. Ask and it will be given to you; He will give you ‘the more better things.’

7. Whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them (Matthew 7:12, Luke 6:31, Jan 1932)
12 Therefore, whatever you want people to do for you, do the same for them, because this summarizes the Law and the Prophets.
Scholars have different interpretations where the first word ‘therefore’ (oun in Greek) is connected with: Uchimura claims it is connected with verses 7 through 11; Luther and Myer with the summary of the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:17 and the rest; Bengel with 7:1-11 specifically but it is referencing the summary of all teachings in Matthew 5:17 and the rest; and some like Calvin want to omit ‘therefore’ (oun) because it is an useless word, and they consider verse 12 is a completely independent clause. Since each one insists on the basis of his argument, it is hard to decide the merits and demerits of their arguments. In any case, almost all of them agree that this clause is considered to be an important clause, which bring to the conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount. We will leave grammatical disputes to scholars’ clarification, and we should thoroughly consider the practical, valuable meanings contained in this clause.

Those who claims it is connected with the prayer below verse 7, request us to substitute ‘people’ in ’whatever you want people to do for you’ with ‘God’; then it means, ‘whatever you want God to do for you.’ Imitating the heart of God, the supreme good and the most holy, who is more flawless and perfect than own parents as recorded in verse 11, it means for us to be generous to others as we want to receive all sorts of good treatment from God, especially our sins to be forgiven generously by God. This interpretation naturally contains valuable truth when we consider it together with following Bible verses: “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:11), and “Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved children” (Ephesians 5:1). 

According to Luther, Myer, and others, ‘this summarizes the Law and the Prophets’ is the summary of all sentences starting from 5:17, ‘do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets’ (Matthew 5:17). In addition to this, Bengel added to his interpretation that the first part of chapter 7 is the important secret of treating other people. It seems to us that their contents are very similar in general. Applying it to small and great matters commonly occurring in our daily living, if we can practice ‘whatever you want people to do for you, do the same for them,’ there will be no dispute between neighbors, and there will be peace between nations. If we take it as to summarizing the Law of solemn significance, it is so-called the Golden Rule as westerners call it; it correspond with “And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments” (Matthew 22:39-40), and it also means what Paul said, “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law” (Romans 13:8-10).
Even if we take this as an independent clause, not connected with other verses in front, it is unchangeable fact that it is the greatest precept among all precepts human beings have. At this time, it remind me of Confucius who said, “Do not force others to do what you do not want to do,” which is familiar to our eye and ear. Similar proverbs have been in other parts of western world since olden times, but they were negatively expressed like the one from Confucius. Therefore, when Christians boast that positive precepts of Jesus are unrivaled by those of other saints for their uniqueness and nobility, on one hand, then on the other hand, gentiles in other nations try to put those two precepts on a same horizon by all means, by saying ‘whatever you want people to do for you, do the same for them’ and ‘do not force others to do what you do not want to do’ are not much different. If they do not see any difference, it really does not matter to put them on the same horizontal line. I do not want to participate in a quarrel out of narrow-minded sectarianism, which is like a cockfight, for such a useless skeleton.

But, as a practical matter, especially in spiritual sphere, it is true that we can experience in our daily life that ‘negative’ and ‘positive’ are completely different just like the difference of heaven and earth. It is well known fact that the temperance movement of drinking and smoking makes this world clamorous without much realization of it. If the movement were filled with the urge of positive love, not only the temperance movement of drinking and smoking that are more harmful than beneficial should be left to free choice but also, by going one step forward as Paul said, it is acceptable to eat meat once sacrificed to an idol or it is our free choice to abstain from a meat diet completely (1Corinthians 8:7-13). Prohibiting the evil and keeping the Law takes extraordinary effort comparing to their ineffectiveness; on the contrary, while we are making great strides in good deeds, we are away from evil deeds unconsciously; this fact is commonly realized by us who have been engaged in self-culture or an educational field to some extent. A certain devout believer said, “I do not have room to pray for other brothers, because he was in straitened circumstances,” and he was praying just for him; not only he could not find room to pray for others but also he sank into the state of stagnation later so that he could not even pray for himself. But, the quality of life of those who first consider God and others is always rich and substantial (Matthew 27:42, 2 Corinthians 6:10).

I feel indignant toward the barbarism of frivolous, proud people of Christian nations, for too often they apt to treat Confucius, Mancius, Laotzu, Chuangtzu, Buddha, and Socrates as barbarian just as African natives by collectively calling them heathens. As far as recognizing the nobility of Confucius’ precepts, I never want to fall behind of others. But, I have to mention that the difference of heaven and earth lies between the positive and the negative we just discussed. Especially, regarding spiritual sphere, the positive is heaven and the negative is earth. We cannot possibly say ‘whatever you want people to do for you, do the same for them,’ unless we reach to the inner secrets of spiritual sphere. In fact, only ‘the one who comes from God’ can deliver heavenly news as things really are. 
8. Enter through the Narrow Gate (Matthew 7:13-14, Luke 13:22-30, January 1932)

13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
We often hear that the difficulty of life journey is compared to ‘the perilous road to Sichuan’ (in China). I do not know well how perilous it is, but whenever I am in distress on my difficult life journey, I imagine the landscape of the western plateau of mountain ranges in the far west, guessing “The road to Sichuan must be full of steep and rugged mountain passes!” It is fair feeling that a traveler wants to travel along a broad level road, but we do not know why did Christ directed His followers ‘a narrow gate’ and ‘a rugged road’?

A great river does not sort out clear water or muddy water; so having a capacity to tolerate the good as well as the evil without discrimination is known as the first factor for great political leaders. When we try to be successful in this world while possessing a mind longing for purity, the first difficulty we encounter is ‘transforming skill’, that is, ‘a capacity to embrace the good as well as the evil without discrimination.’ Just as no water is impure at the source of a river, at the beginning of a life journey, there seem to be a few of us who does not long for righteousness. To maintain purity, it is not possible to form a great river; to form a great river, even muddy water should not be declined. Therefore, the public is rushing rapidly to merge into the mass of people, and they measure the direction of the mass public with a keen insight, more sensitive than a tide gauge, in order to act together, like a buoy that goes ups and downs together with the rise and fall of the tide. As each year passes by, righteousness and purity cannot be found from them, and only ‘compromise’ and ‘smoothness’ increase just like the ring of a tree. If rather a broad road and the mass public were the goals of life journey, the half of the agony of our life would have vanished, and the road were leveled. However, Christ clearly expresses, “Be resolved to be only ‘a few’ on ‘a narrow road.’” Since that time, human beings have to be separated into two kinds, the multitude and the few.

The greatest privilege of mankind ought to be the freedom of choice. Living is, as a matter of fact, nothing but series of choices we are making: From rising to bedtime of daily living, and making a will of graveyard, we continuously make choices, either right or left breast of mother, choice of a school, choice of a major, choice of a career, choice of a spouse, choice of a book, choice of a good friend, choice of an enterprise, etc. There is no greater privilege than this, and there is not a more serious responsibility than this at the same time. In fact, the success and failure of life is nothing but the result of our choice made for issues facing us every moment or every hour. 

We can remind us the scene on the hillside near Bethel where Abraham the father of believers and his nephew Lot accompanying him tented there, and the uncle and his nephew each chose his land where each of them to settle down, and we can remember the destiny of Lot who chose fertile land and urban area. Before each one of us, we do not have numerous livestock like Abraham and Lot had, but we still have a matter of choice, to a wilderness or to a fertile land? Once we are born as human beings, all of us are destined to choose one of two ways without any exception: (1) Head for destruction together with the multitude by choosing the wide gate and the broad road. (2) Head for life together with the few by choosing the small gate and the narrow road. While all the learned and the wise of the world teach us to choose the former, Christ stands alone to shout, “Enter through the narrow gate. Small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”

What is the reason? Now before we explain it in detail, let us study the meaning of words in the Bible in Greek and translated clauses, which will help us to decipher the text easily. 

Christ often used the word gate. He said, “Anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep” (John 10:1-2). Later, He said, “I am the gate for the sheep” (v. 7). Again, He said, “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved” (v. 9). Of course, these have same meaning as what He said in John 14:6: Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Therefore, a poet wrote, “This is the gate of the LORD;   the righteous shall enter through it.” The gate has these meanings; the main entrance gateway to a ranch; the righteous shall enter through the gate; it is the only gate through which we can come to Heavenly Father; He claims that the gate is Jesus Christ Himself. We should heed that He called Himself a narrow gate.

The road is ‘narrow’ in the 2nd half of verse 14 seems to be not clear to some extent. According to our normal usage of a narrow road, it makes us to imagine a road in countryside, not one in an urban city, or guess a road such as a steep mountain pass, a road fully covered with loose gravels, a clay road with potholes filled with water, etc., which became a rugged road by the natural conditions. But, first of all, the Greek word ‘tethlimmene’ means ‘to make narrow’ by the throngs who are pushing each other. When marathon runners are entering into a city street, spectators from both sides of it flock into the street and they obstruct the passing runners; or, if we picture a scene where spectators surround the entrance and thrust each other to enter into a sport arena to watch a wrestling game or a tennis match, etc. so that there is no space between shoving people, our understanding of the word ‘tethlimmene’, translated as ‘narrow’, would be closer resemblance to original meaning. Viewing in this sense, all main streets of large urban cities are rugged or narrow roads. The second meaning of ‘tethlimmene’ is persecution derived from oppression. If we think about those two meanings when we receive Christ’s words, ‘enter through a narrow gate and go through a rugged road’, comparing it with how believers are treated in this world might awaken us. ‘Only a few find it’ may sound like ‘only a few attempt to find it from the beginning’, but according to original Greek text, ‘a few who are finding it’. Grammatically, present participle is used; so, ‘a few who are finding it’ contains rich, delicate meanings.

By knowing the meaning of ‘gate’, ‘narrow’, and ‘a few who are finding it’, I believe the gist of vv. 13-14 became very clear. But, the remaining question is what situations a narrow gate and a narrow road are applicable in real daily living? We would like to think about how we can go through a narrow road in our real life. Let us suppose that a gentleman cultured in worldly institutions decided to stop drinking and smoking and to adhere to monogamy, not necessarily out of religious practice but even as a common sense; to begin with, there might be some who praise his upright conducts outwardly, but wherever he goes, that place must become lonely little by little. If he attends a school reunion party, the atmosphere of the party would be destroyed due to his presence just as he sprayed cold water; if he takes part in a Christmas party, but as a result of refusing even a glass of drink, the party would be spoiled to be plain without enjoyment or pleasure just as snow and frost fell on them. Since everything turns in this way and he learns by experience that he cannot mingle with others like an ice cube and a burning charcoal or oil and water, he loses interest in attending a banquet or social gathering for both him and others. 

Much more, when we stand firm to live a regenerated life by confessing faith in Christ, by denying self, and by suppressing fleshly lust, we ought to know that the road we have to walk through is the narrowest and the gate we have to enter through is the smallest. Though Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God” (Matthew 19:24), and Paul and disciples said, “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22), we would feel as if we were suffocated to walk on such a narrow road. A certain believer who went ahead of us engaged in mission work, demonstrating that ‘Jesus is clearly the only begotten Son of God,’ and his companions who offered their prayer of repentance in the name of Jesus on the Cross, have already bailed out of narrow faith to stride freely as a warrior or as a writer or as a scholar; on the other hand, I alone, who am cursing myself at times or feeling bitter against Heaven at times, am heading toward a narrow gorge step by step, saying “Blessed are the poor in spirit,... Blessed are those who mourn… Blessed are the meek, …”; I cannot refrain myself from seeking for sphere in higher order, for I am not satisfied with outward and inward happiness along with general majority of people; I determined to sanctify the motive of my deeds before Father God (Matthew 6:1-18) and to live a life of seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, for we cannot be self-satisfied with the skeleton of the formalities of the Law (Matthew 5:17); they chose the broad road but I the narrow, they moved with the multitude but I with only a few. 

I cannot find any traveling companion among 400,000 citizens living together, and my words and deeds cannot run parallel with the thoughts of those 20 million fellow countrymen or 1.8 billion mankind (numbers represent the population of Seoul, Korea, and the world in 1932), just like ‘a southbound train and a northbound are always at different positions,’ at times I quote a poet’s mouth: “For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and strong. They say, “How would God know? Does the Most High know anything?” This is what the wicked are like—always free of care, they go on amassing wealth. Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure and have washed my hands in innocence” (Psalm 73: 2-13). The majority of people of the world commit wicked act out of evil thoughts that is impossible for him to do; and not only they keep calm composure but also they live in peace and they go on amassing wealth; seeing these things, the poet was so wrapped in deep skepticism that he regretted in his mind for having kept his heart pure in vain. This is the characteristic of a person going on a narrow road: Why the road that leads to life narrow and rugged, and only a few find it? And in this world, why do they appear to be so blessed that ‘their eyes bulge with abundance and they have more than heart could wish’ (v.7)? 

“When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply” (v. 16) It is hard indeed, but the reason came to my knowledge later. “Till I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny” (v. 17). At that moment, the cloud of doubts vanished into the air and hymns of praise have risen to the sky. “Surely you place them on slippery ground; you cast them down to ruin.  How suddenly are they destroyed, completely swept away by terrors! They are like a dream when one awakes; when you arise, Lord, you will despise them as fantasies” (v. 18-20).
When I entered the sanctuary of God, I understood that the final destiny of the majority of people who go to the broad road through a wide gate is death. Therefore, a few who enter through the narrow gate, go solely forward without fearing the rugged road but being prepared a few in number in your group, because we believe that it will leads you to life. We know that it is utterly opposed to modern ideas, but it is not a matter of theory but a matter of life. Christ proclaimed authoritatively: “Only a few shall find a narrow road that leads to life. And, let us suppose that we discuss about the Bible, who dare oppose such a viewpoint? It may be necessary to deeply repent the superficial policy of modern church that keeps the door wide and passageway broad.

Luke especially avoided theory and emphasized the way with real facts, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate” (Luke 13:24). It is not like solving mathematic problems. First you must ‘strive to enter through the narrow gate.’ Then, how shall we strive? Shall we merely devote ourselves to asceticism by struggling through a steep and rugged road? No, when we strive to enter through a narrow road, for we are already prepared to be one of a few, Christ will be with us there so that ‘My yoke is unexpectedly light and the road is rather broad’ (Matthew 11:28 and the following,   1 John 5:3). 

9. Beware of false prophets (Matthew 7:15-23, Luke 6:43-45, February 1932)

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’
The higher the value of a metal is, the more plated wares are crowded; and the more rare a gem is, the more imitation is produced; likewise, since man is the lord of all creation, plated holy men and counterfeited heroes are densely populated, which may prove correctly that the value of mankind is priceless. The genuineness of gold, silver, and gems can be distinguished from imitations by using a touchstone or a durometer, but I have not heard there is such a measuring device that can discriminate the genuineness of personality of mankind. Only very few minority of mankind need to distinguish the imitation from the genuine treasure, and it does not affect our life whether we know the skill or not. However, all men without exception should make the best effort of discriminating the genuineness of personality of others, and its success or failure leads exactly to the success and failure of our life. As much as it is the most important matter in our life, it is most difficult to do so. Old sage said we could distinguish a man of talent during a time of trouble by looking at his attitude toward it, but even when we undergo a disaster or a trouble, discriminating truth from falsehood cannot be ascertained easily. Rather counterfeits flourish, while faithful men are forsaken; during Japanese Invasion in 1592, Admiral Lee Soon-shin who was persecuted by politicians was not a rare example in history; it adds agony, sorrow, and desolation to life.

John the Baptist sent disciples to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” At that time, John had indescribable agony, but Christ felt deep desolation when He could not give them any further explanation or proof, other than saying, “Go and tell John what you hear and see:” (Matthew 11:3-4). If we make an error in judgment, we can misrecognize a wolf as a sheep, and even if we sit at the same table with Christ but we lack wisdom, it is hard for us to assuredly say that we would not leave any regrettable things to future generations in the long run; when He was about to finish the Sermon on the Mount, He kept control of us to enter through the narrow gate and the narrow road as the appendix number one, then He added the appendix number two for us to beware of false prophets; His precepts were not only prudent but also detailed.

In order to understand a false prophet (pseudoprophetes), first of all, we should know what a prophet is. Original Greek word ‘prophetes’ is translated as ‘foreboding man’ into Chinese and Korean and as ‘predictor’ into Japanese. One of the meaning of ‘prophetes’ is ‘a man who foretell what will happen in the future, ‘predictor’ seemed to be closer to its original meaning; but it expresses only one of its several meanings, ‘prophetes’ contains other important meanings such as a God’s spokesman, boiler, ‘seer’, etc.; if we interpret it in a broad sense, it implies a leader, a righteous man, a patriot, etc., so it is difficult to translate it exactly. 

Keeping all above-mentioned meanings of ‘prophetes’ in mind, for false prophets pretend to be men, who bear the most important duty to human society, the nobler they are the more we should be cautious of plated goods and counterfeits of those undoubtedly. But, Meyer claims that the prophet in Matthew 7:15 means a false Christian teacher, which would not pose a real problem.

Jesus Himself often mentioned about the appearance of false Christian teachers; “Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many.” He also characterized a false teacher, “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect” (v.24). Recently, each church from all parts of the country has produced men and women who have received so-called ‘the holy spirit’ just like lots of mushrooms spring up after the rain; when they bring into vogue that they are true Christian teachers by ‘showing great signs and wonders,’ we need to examine closely especially what Christ warned us. In Christian quarters of modern Korea, one party is disseminating frivolous and fickle Christianity of foreign origin while emphasizing community service and burying in rural problem day and night, while the other spiritualist party is trying to fill the emptiness of life by ‘showing great signs and wonders’; the former is a false Christianity that is not even worth for a discussion while the latter must be a dangerous Christianity that we should be afraid of. For, false prophets do especially well ‘showing great signs and wonders.’

Another characteristic of a false teacher is that he enjoys wearing ‘sheep’s clothing’. ‘Sheep’s clothing’ does not mean to wear clothes made of sheepskin literally. A prophet is not necessarily clothed in sheepskin (Matthew 3:4); therefore it must be symbolic significance obviously. It denotes a man who pretends ignorance by outward appearance as if he seems to be clothed in integrity and gentleness, but inwardly he is a ravenous wolf. Primarily, prior to pillage, looters gang up, and bear arms, then begin acts of banditry; others wait until they become high government officials, then they begin to exploit sweat and blood of innocent people. There are many different ways to achieve that goal, but it is miraculous that ‘ravenous wolves in sheep’s clothing’, holding the position of prophets that must seemingly bear no relation to ravening others, have not been exterminated from olden times; it has not changed till today, as Christ said, “So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it” (John 10:12), and as Paul foretold us, “I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock” (Acts 20:29).
Just like the claws of a cat or a tiger are hidden under hairs, the claws of ravening false prophets are hidden under gentle expression that is the symbol of the Cross, under kind manners that makes a person quite sociable, and under all sorts of knowledge of theology and fluent foreign languages, until they rage with violence, more violent than the sharp claws of tigers hidden under hairs; they bury a young man’s bright future as a social outcast so that they can scramble their positions; they begin ravening so that wolf’s instinct can be satisfied or so that they can worship their stomach rather than God; it make us shudder at the mere thought of it. 

Then, how can we discern a false teacher from a true teacher? The answer is: “You will recognize them by their fruits” (Matthew 7:16) ‘Fruits’ is neither appearance nor features, neither advocating principle nor a creed, neither a position nor an occupation, neither a success nor a failure of a business. A bad man can be successful in his business, while a good can be a failure. ‘Fruits’ sum up the whole life; it is not to sort out right or wrong of certain acts but to balance the final account of major purposes and his character of his life. Therefore, ‘will recognize’ is verb in future tense. It is extremely difficult to discriminate truth from falsehood of one’s character while he is alive at present time; after his death, by absolutely fair selection process of time, the plated gold peels off but a pearl glows splendidly. Especially, at the Last Judgment seat, God would judge us to separate sheep from wolves and grains from chaffs for they cannot be mixed. Indeed, James said, “A salt spring cannot produce fresh water” (James 3:12), and the fruits of the Spirit will come to light as Paul said, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:19-23). 
16 “Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they (Matthew 7:16)? As same fruits cannot be gathered from different trees, the results of the religion as revealed by God cannot be achieved through a religious organization formed by mankind, the fruit of the simple Gospel cannot be gathered from moral education, and the fruits of Christianity is not expected to be gathered from the current thoughts like communism and the like.

17 “Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit (Matthew 7:17). “Good tree’ means healthy, young tree, and ‘bad tree’ means old or diseased tree. Among same kind of fruit trees, they produce beautiful fruits during peak of the season. Likewise, the same Christian teacher can be different, depending on whether the Spirit is with him or without him; when he is with full of liveliness and without it, he can produce completely different fruits. Therefore, true value of a teacher ought to be judged depending not on a high position he holds in a church organization, not on a great wealth of theological knowledge, or not on extraordinary experience of faith in the past, but it should be discerned only if he is under the guidance of the Holy Spirit at present time or if he bears fruits because he is full of liveliness given by life-giving Christ. It is extremely difficult to pass final judgment upon truth or falsehood of one’s character; but, according to the law in verse 18, “A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit,” we can say as verse 20, “(Thus,) by their fruit you will recognize them.” Verse 19 indicates that false prophets will be judged to Hades (Matthew 3:10, John 15:2,6), however, it is not logically and inevitably related to verses 16 to 20 but a related idea was inserted abruptly, we should read verse 18 and verse 20 connectedly, putting verse 19 in a parenthesis.

Once more in verses 21 and 23, He clearly presented the summary of what the meaning of the parable of fruits was. One, who suits the will of Christ and will enter the kingdom of heaven, is only the one who does the will of My Father in heaven, not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’ (Romans 2:13, James 1:22, 25 & 2:14). But, ‘doing the will of My Father’ does not mean prophesying in His Name, casting out demons, and doing many wonders (Matthew 7:22). Especially, by strongly promoting a vision he has received or his conviction, he tries to advocate that God sends him, but as a true prophet Jeremiah pointed out, he is only self-asserting, believing ‘a false vision, divination, a worthless thing, and the deceit of their heart’ as reality (Jeremiah 14:14, 27:15). A characteristic of a false prophet is that he is firmly convinced that he is thoroughly right without even suspecting himself being a counterfeit. One who worries about his contradictory actions is not a downright false prophet yet. The nobility of a false prophet is that he fancies himself a prophet with a firm self-confidence as firm as a rock without any perception and misgivings about it to the end. Such false teachers are not only tolerated but also are rather welcomed in this world, but God knows His people (2 Timothy 2:19). Christ will flatly declare, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness (Matthew 7:23, 13:41, 25:41, Psalm 6:8). Also we, as well as God, ought to keep a distance from those who do evil deeds (Matthew 6:1-18), we should find those who bear fruits by doing genuine good deeds (1Corinthians 13:1-2, John 14:23).

10. Put My Words into Practice (Matthew 7:24-27, Luke 6:46-49, February 1932)

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.
When the Sermon on the Mount was about to be completed, three vitally important things were inserted; the first is “Enter through the narrow road,” the second is “Beware of false prophets,” and the third is “Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice.” In truth, only One who can see through our soul can prescribe such a prescription for the first time; it is because He is ‘the way, the truth, and the life’ Himself indeed.

Those who hear about the Sermon on the Mount or read it tend to think precepts are too pure and too solemn for human beings to practice them, but to categorize them only as poetry or as a sort of a lofty ideal so that they respect them superficially but they not only shun them inwardly but also they do not even ask about them in their daily life; otherwise, they reduce parts of it to mitigate its difficulty while adding useless human touch; all above are to avoid practicing His precepts in general.

However, in conclusion of all of His precepts described above, Christ said, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine,” especially He had great reason to strictly discriminate ‘those who hear His words and practice them’ and ‘the others who only hear them but do not practice them’ by comparing them grains and chaffs, while He was presenting conditions of receiving life. Comparable scenes of ‘a house built on the rock’ and ‘a house built on the sand’ were often noticeable in the region of Palestine, and the soundness of the former was compared to the groundlessness of the latter as often seen at construction sites in Korea, too. It seems unnecessary to add mysterious explanation that the rock, the sand, and rain, flood, winds metaphorically mean Peter, church, and Satan.

We ought to be thankful that in general important truth, truth everyone should know, is not to be grasped through meditation, debate, and reasoning, but the fact is that only those who live a daily life practicing plain and common precepts are to own that truth. Like those, who live daily life at home by practicing filial piety, will be naturally equipped with ‘more greater’ way of a loyal subject, people who live by the traditional precepts of Buddhism and Confucianism, without becoming dead skeleton of those, true Koreans among all Koreans, will be received by Christ when they come in contact with Christianity, just as Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit” (John 1:47).
If only men with superior brain could understand the truth, we do not care whether we understand such a truth or not. But, there is other kind of truth that can be understood by all as long as they possess sound mind even though they are uneducated and naïve. Human beings cannot live a moment without this kind of truth, just like we cannot do without sunlight, air, water, and fire. Christ taught us this kind of precepts. Therefore, Paul said, “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength (1 Corinthians 1:18-25). 
If we cease furtherance after understanding the perfect beauty of the truth logically with our brain, that is not alive and can not be coincidental with practice; when throbbing mind touched by the truth of the Gospel resonates with palpitation of one’s heart, it means he understand the truth and he is impelled to realize the truth in his life. That was Christ’s life toward God as He said, “I do know Him (God) and obey His word” (John 8:55); our life toward Christ’s precepts should be as Christ said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15). And our relationship between God, Christ, and us is as written, “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love” (John 15:10). If we do not reach to this state, we cannot say that we believe in God, and that we know Jesus’ precepts. We can only grasp the loftiest truth by laboring life with hands and feet but not by brainwork, through practicing but not through meditation. Jesus said, “Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own” (John 7:17). It is all the more true to study closely and to understand the Sermon on the Mount. The door of the truth will be opened to those who practice them. It is thankful that the way to reach the profound meaning of the Gospel is not a toy for a few geniuses to meditate, but the way will be opened as retribution for the many ordinary people who personally practiced them faithfully. However, do we really have capability to practice them? If everyone who puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock, do we not feel grief ourselves for being a foolish man who built his house on sand?

Hereupon, the meaning of ‘everyone who puts them into practice’ needs to be reconsidered. Christ repeatedly emphasized already throughout the Sermon on the Mount that ‘To practice’ does not necessarily mean ‘to act’ something literally, formally, traditionally. Especially, since we discussed ‘charitable deeds and its motive’ in the first half of chapter six, we are not going to discuss the inner meaning of ‘to practice’ again. We merely want to pay attention to the Greek word ‘poiei’ that is ‘to practice’, which is grammatically the third person singular, present tense, the indicative mood, in the active voice. Christ was not demanding us to realize His precepts to its completion; He demanded us to live a life that implements plans to practice the general purport of these precepts. By interpreting like this, I am definitely not trying to discount the strictness of the Bible not even as little as a piece of hair. The height of a tall mountain does not change depending on the hiking skills of an explorer. Even if there is not a single practician, the measure of novelty of the Sermon on the Mount can maintain its purity to eternity. Planning to select, to reject, or to contract it by calculating the capability of human beings is extremely foolish thing.

Nevertheless, regarding how we can read these precepts exactly as true aim purported, I believe Christ wished us to read this phrase, ‘everyone who hears my words and puts them into practice,’ in terms of the principle of grace, which is carried through the whole Bible; rather than interpreting it in terms of the principle of the law that unnecessarily annoys the soul of both oneself and others, by viewing the Sermon on the Mount as more strict than Moses’ Law. If we try to find a concrete example of ‘everyone who hears my words and puts them into practice’ in the Bible: Apostle Paul was wandering in the valley of despair, lamenting, “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death” (Romans 7:24)? And he who confessed, “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal” (Philippians 3:12), did not give up and said, “Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14). I am sure that this Paul’s spirit should be exactly same as the spirit of ‘those who practice Christ’s words.’ When Christ said that ‘a wise man builds his house on the rock,’ He was referring such a man like Paul, not a perfect man without any weakness like the Devil. Viewing from this standpoint, Confucius who was too busy reproaching self to have a meal had spirit similar to that of Paul’s, who was practicing words. The great poet Dante of Rome, who was wandering ‘at his midday of his life’ to search for a direct road to the peak of the holy mountain, certainly was practicing Christ’s words, too.

The Sermon on the Mount began with blessing and finished with ‘one who practice.’ If perfect morality, extensive philosophical knowledge, and artistic giftedness were the conditions required to enter into the kingdom of life, the majority of mankind would have been discouraged, but fortunately, we were told that ‘one who practice His Words’ is ‘the house built on the rock’; is there any better news than this? Do not be disappointed; continue to climb a mountain toward the peak, and then He who has begun a good work will complete it by all means. (Philippians 1:6, 

1 Corinthians 9:25-27, Luke 18:27)

Impression-Epilogue (Matthew 7:28-29, February 1932)
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.

‘Ochloi’ for ‘crowd’ means ‘a throng’, ‘the mass of people’, which has no limit in numbers, of course. So the number of people who listened to Jesus could be anywhere from several hundreds to several thousands. Yet, because the substance of the Sermon on the Mount are too lofty to be addressed to a large number of people, and some guess that only small number of Christians must have listened at that time, by strictly discriminating between disciples of Jesus and non-disciples. But, because there is a word ‘crowd’ in verse 28, a certain scholar guessed that a mass of people sat in multiple layers of circular form around Jesus, a group of disciples sat in the inner circle and general throng stood in outer circles, so that they strived to harmonize this verse and the number of people estimated stubbornly. We do not know if people did that; or, instead of doing that, zealous people, even gentiles, listened attentively in the front row, while less zealous ones, even if they were descendents of Abraham, arrogantly stood sideways to hear Him half-heartedly. As a layman, I have difficulty understanding why renown teachers and commentators from olden times, groaning with this sort of issues, have stubbornly insisted on one’s own opinion in order to discriminate a group of disciples and another group of non-disciples. On the whole, who are Abraham’s descendents? (John 8:34-40) Still more, who are Jesus’ disciples? Everyone who would study His Words and put them into practice must be His disciple.

Because of such a habit, Christians despise non-Christians by calling them heathen, Catholic want to destroy Protestant and Protestant Catholic, both Presbyterian Church and Methodist Church despise the Holiness Church, that try to be independent, so on; sensitiveness of ‘clergy-businessmen’, that is peculiar characteristic of men in the business of selling religion, continuously sets the newest trend of thought. I can hardly believe that so-called believers meeting under the name of Christ at each church, I myself am self-confident of being a Christian, are any better than scholars who studied under bygone Yool-gok or Tyoe-gye (great Korean scholars). Believing that these believers are qualified to receive lofty precepts while those scholars did not have capability of understanding them is as difficult as to believe that the sun revolves around the earth. Oh! My disbelief reached this far!

Jesus taught as ‘one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law’. Teachers of the law probably taught similarly as professors lecture on the platform today. By introducing noteworthy doctrines from olden times one by one, their specialty was only displaying their knowledge without passion or responsibility. But, Jesus taught as one who had authority.

What is ‘authority? Greek word ‘echousia’ means ability, authority, strictness, and ethical or spiritual power. Authority reminds us of a traffic control officer directing people and cars at major intersections; it is a kind of authority. And, if we look at the face of a lion in a zoo intently, his countenance definitely appears to have an air of prince of the animal kingdom. However, was the authority of Jesus such things? From the olden times of prophets, there have been two different kinds of authorities flowing in Christianity. One is man-made authority, for example, a certificate of graduation from a seminary, other academic degrees, the ordination of laying on of hands, etc., which is attached to people; God bestows the other kind of authority to people, and the authority of Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, John the Baptist, Jesus, and Paul belongs to the latter.

How was the appearance of the true authority that was bestowed by God? No one could lift face up because the glittering eyes were too brilliant to be looked at; tens of thousands of people knelt their knees because authority and power looked stately. Does God’s authority make one’s presence more commanding? At least, the authority of Christ was not so as far as I understand. Needless to say, there is no true authority in the domestic products made by seminary, church, and general assembly or imported products from foreign countries; occasional appearance of bold religionists who deny such authority but exercise so-called God bestowed authority because he has ample religious disposition innately is not only laughable but also frightening. Like a general breaks into a gallop on a fleet steed, the religionist rides on a horse called ‘authority’ opportunely, gives words of command, overbears friends, and put all believers to whirlwind. Is it not horrible thing? In my estimation, this man called ‘the authority’ might have produced many temporary or lifelong mental patients. A revival service in Seoul today usually refers to enacting this ‘authoritative drama’; if voice is raised, hair is frisky, and going so far as limbs are conversed, reviewers comment that the revival service was possessed by the holy spirit, just like we call a shaman praiseworthy if she can make a demon come down to a rod to be possessed by a spirit.

Jesus said as ‘one who had authority’; in general, how did the power of Jesus who had the loftiest and the flawless authority besides God, look like? He had not the slightest intention of preaching by depending on His own authority after all; while He was manifesting Himself with full of truth and life, authority was added to Him naturally. When Jesus was talking with a Samaritan woman, the woman, in confession, said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet” (John 4:19), even though He had not shown His authority on purpose. When a woman caught in adultery was brought to Jesus, He stoop down and wrote on the ground with His finger until He was unwillingly said, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her” (John 8:7), and again He stoop down and wrote on the ground. He did not exercise any power, but He had authority in His acts. In my imagination, even if He came among us today, it will be hard to recognize Him. It is horrible thing that, like Israelite, useless obstinacy and excessive reverence cause them to disbelieve Jesus and disobey God later.
